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On January 4, 2021, Bernhardt 

“Chris” D. Christenson will 

take the bench as Family Court 

Judge with the 7th Circuit 

Court.  Christenson, an experi-

enced local attorney and former 

president of the Genesee Coun-

ty Bar Association, will succeed 

Michael J. Theile on the family 

court bench.  Christenson de-

feated District Court Judge 

Herman Marable Jr. for the 

seat in the November election. 

 

Chief Judge Beagle, an avid 

sports fan and “veteran” of the 

family court, welcomed the 

incoming (soon to be “rookie”) 

Judge Christenson in a Zoom 

interview on December 14.  The 

two Flint-Southwestern Acade-

my graduates discussed a num-

ber of topics regarding Chris-

tenson’s transition from private 

attorney to judge, the COVID-

19 pandemic, family and ap-

proaches to family court pro-

ceedings.  The following are 

some of the highlights from the 

Q&A: 

 

How do you plan to approach 

your first 100 days on the Fami-

ly Court bench? 

“For the first 100 

days, I just wanted 

to learn,” said 

Christenson.  “I’d 

like to pay atten-

tion to the feedback 

I get from every-

body.” 

 

“I’ll need to figure 

out what my way is [going to 

be], so for the first month part 

of that process for me is going 

to be listening.” 

 

Do you have any particular pro-

jects you hope to pursue as a 

Judge (e.g., problem-solving 

court programs, other initia-

tives, etc.)?   

 

“There are two things I’ve no-

ticed growing up in the City of 

Flint, being a criminal defense 

attorney and previous to that, 

being on the child abuse and 

neglect panel, is that I think 

there are too many kids that 

get lost in our community be-

cause they don’t have hope or 

proper education.”   

 

The incoming Judge 

mentioned a desire to 

identify a list of avail-

able resources to de-

velop some type of 

mentorship program 

or similar initiative to 

address these issues.  

“I don’t know what might be 

possible, but it is something 

I’m curious about.”   

 

What do you envision will be 

the biggest challenge for you as 

you transition to the bench? 

 

“That changes everyday, you 

know?” said the incoming 

judge.  “At first it was the dif-

ferent material, some of the 

different material than what I 

practiced.  The more I looked 

into it, I became less nervous 

about the material, and it has 

now shifted to the personali-

ties.” 

 

He added one more thing on his 

mind as he prepares to take the 

bench - “Not messing up!”    

 

Why did you want to become a 

Judge? 

 

“It’s something I really wanted 

to do, something I thought I 

would be good at and some-

thing I had the temperament 

for,” said Christenson.  “I real-

ly want to try and make a dif-

ference and I know everybody 

says that, but I really worked 

hard to get here…, 

[and] it’s some-

thing I’ve just 

really wanted to 

do.” 

 

What are your 

interests aside from 

the everyday work? 

 

“I like to travel.  I like to play 

golf and get outside, and ride 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Chief Speaks 

Administrator Corner 

dren had their photo-

graphs taken with Santa 

Claus and received a small 

gift and book. Additional-

ly hats, scarfs, gloves, and 

blankets were given to 

anyone in need.  This din-

ner was fully funded by 

donations made to the 

Genesee County Bar 

Foundation, 501(c)(3) 

charitable organization.  

 

It became apparent this year 

that due to the pandemic and 

restrictions on the number of 

people allowed at gatherings   

we needed to alter the way we 

serve our community for this, 

our 30th Annual Dinner. We 

knew the need was greater 

than ever. The Holiday Dinner 

Committee met and decided on 

a 2020 Holiday Giving Project. 

This project consisted of hav-

ing catered meals from Italia 

Gardens delivered to Carriage 

Town Ministries, Whaley Chil-

dren’s Center, and the Shelter 

of Flint. Additionally, we do-

nate funds towards the pur-

chase of gifts from the each 

shelter’s resident wish lists. 

Once again this was funded by 

donations from our generous 

members.  

 

We set a goal to raise $8,000 

and sent an email to our mem-

bership explaining the need 

and donations immediately 

began to pour in. In less than a 

month we were able to meet 

and exceed our financial goal. 

We raised $16,355. None of 

this would be possible if it were 

For 29 years, the Genesee 

County Bar Association and 

the Genesee County Bar Foun-

dation have sponsored an An-

nual Community Holiday Din-

ner for the residents of Genesee 

County. The dinner was free to 

anyone who chose to attend, 

featuring a festive meal and 

musical entertainment. Chil-

not for the generosity of the 

members of the Genesee Coun-

ty Bar Association and Gene-

see County Bar Foundation. 

Any contributions that exceed 

the actual cost of the Holiday 

Giving Project will be retained 

in a separate Community Holi-

day Dinner account for future 

years. 

 

Although we were not able to 

conduct the Annual Communi-

ty Holiday Dinner in the tradi-

tion of the past 29 years, we 

are pleased and honored to 

have been able to bring a little 

holiday cheer to the residents 

at Carriage Town Ministries, 

Whaley Children’s Center, and 

the Shelter of Flint. –tb 

• Imagine if we did not have 

copy machines, which came 

onto the market in 1958. 

• Imagine if we did not have 

fax machines, which came into 

our lives in 1982, when a ma-

chine cost $20,000. 

• Imagine not having an iPh-

one, which was announced by 

Apple co-founder Steve Jobs in 

2007.  The “2020 Apple I 

Phone 12 Pro” costs about 

$999.00. 

IMAGINE THE NEW  

NORMAL 

Covid-19 is changing our eve-

ryday lives in so many ways.  

Imagine what the “new nor-

mal” will be in 2022, after mil-

lions receive a vaccine and the 

pandemic is behind us. 

Imagine what we would have 

done in our courts without 

“Zoom Conferencing?” 

IMAGINE FURTHER 

• Will Zoom continue and even 

be expanded in the processing 

of our court cases? 

• Will leaders in the private 

sector and various levels of 

government begin to believe 

work can be done differently 

and things can move faster, 

this is there chance?? 

• Will employees want to go 

back to the old way of working 

and return to full-time office 

work or will they want a hy-

brid remote-office model mov-

ing forward?? 

While employees appreciate 

flexibility, especially those 

with long commute time; over 

time however, face-to-face in-

IMAGINE 

As I was driving around a few 

weeks ago, I heard the old 70’s 

song, “Imagine,” written by 

the late John Lennon, the for-

mer Beatle.  Lennon was a 

great song writer. 

Lennon often wrote songs 

about social justice and pro-

tecting the Vietnam War.  He 

wrote “Imagine” as an anthem 

of peace and unity. 

HISTORY: LET’S IMAGINE 

• Imagine what lie would be 

like if Thomas Edison had not 

invented and built the first 

commercially viable light bulb 

in 1879. 

• Imagine if we had no televi-

sion, which was invented in 

1927 and impacted our lives in 

the 1950’s, the golden age of 

TV sets. 

teraction is needed to facilitate 

collaboration, build relation-

ships, solve complex challenges 

and generate ideas. 

All organizations, including 

our courts will have to rethink 

our working arrangements.  

Will we significantly modify 

our traditional Monday 

through Friday 8:00 to 5:00 

PM routine?? 

Imagine the future of work-

spaces if more employees are 

working from home.  Will we 

be downsizing work space and 

reduce overhead costs? 

The pandemic, despite its 

many horrors, could be a cata-

lyst for a better world of work, 

not only in our court system, 

but across all society. 

What are your thoughts as we 

imagine the “new normal” go-

ing forward?? -cjdmb 

 

Holiday Giving Project 

Tatilia “Tina” Burroughs,  

Executive Director 

Genesee County Bar Association 

Genesee County Bar Foundation 

 

The Court Administrator column is 

festively handed over to Tina Bur-

roughs for a re-cap on the holiday 

season activities of the Bar.  
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year: Doreen Fulcher, 

Cindy Grossbauer, Tricia 

Wright, Deanna Haw-

kins, Dave Linder and 

Peggy West. 

•The Hearsay e-newsletter se-

lected the Food Bank of East-

ern Michigan as the recipient 

for holiday donations totaling 

$1000. 

•Many thanks to the volunteers 

who participated in decorating 

the courthouse for the third 

Happy Retirement to Judge 

Michael J. Theile, who has 

been a Family Division 

Judge, since 2005. 

 

His colleagues and the court 

staff wish him well and look 

forward to seeing him post-

Covid-19 for a social gather-

ing. 

Happy retirement to Circuit Court 

Judge Michael J. Theile 



Since the initial Executive Or-

der, there have been more than 

170 additional orders impacting 

many aspects of daily life in 

Michigan. The State of Emer-

gency and certain limitations on 

activities remain in effect. 

There have been a number of 

federal and state legal challeng-

es to the governor’s authority 

to issue these Executive Orders. 

I won’t detail them all here but 

suffice it to say there are two 

cases presently pending in the 

Michigan Supreme Court which 

could change everything. 

The first was initiated in the 

Michigan Court of Claims by the 

Michigan legislature against the 

governor. The complaint alleged 

that the governor did not have 

statutory authority to issue Ex-

ecutive Orders after April 30, 

The legal challenges to Governor Whitmer’s 

executive orders – Part I  
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On March 10, Gov. Gretchen 

Whitmer issued Executive 

Order Number 2020-4, which 

declared a State of Emergency 

in Michigan under the Emer-

gency Management Act 

(EMA), the Emergency Powers 

of Governor Act (EPGA), and 

Michigan’s Constitution. 

As we all know, this declara-

tion was made because of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

2020; the EMA and EPGA are 

unconstitutional; and an epi-

demic does not constitute an 

“emergency” under the EPGA. 

The legal argument behind the 

first claim is that under the 

EMA, there is a 28-day time 

limit for an emergency declara-

tion unless the legislature votes 

to extend it. Since that did not 

occur, no other orders can enter 

and the State of Emergency is 

over. 

As to the statutes being uncon-

stitutional, the claims are that 

they give inappropriate unre-

stricted power to the governor 

and also give her the power to 

make laws as opposed to the 

legislature, thus violating the 

constitutional Separation of 

Powers Doctrine. This Doctrine 

provides that our three branches 

of government are to remain 

separate with limited exceptions. 

It is also claimed that the EPGA 

has no time limit for emergen-

cies, which could result in an 

endless State of Emergency, and 

the word “epidemic” is not a 

listed emergency in the statute 

thus making the original decla-

ration invalid. 

The governor denied all of the 

plaintiffs’ claims. 

The Court of Claims and the 

Michigan Court of Appeals 

agreed with the plaintiffs on the 

first claim but upheld the gover-

nor on the rest and confirmed 

the validity of the EPGA. 

Click HERE for Part II - The 

Federal Case 

 

67th District Court 

Judge Mark C. 

McCabe writes “Ask 

the Judge” for the Tri

-County Times.  

The legal challenges to 

Governor Whitmer’s exec-

utive orders – Part I ap-

peared in the September 

15th 2020 edition.  

 

Fun Winter Facts about Michigan 

1. Marquette had an average temperature of only 7.5 degrees for the entire winter of 2014, breaking the old record of 8.5 de-

grees from 1963. 

 

2. In 2014 Holland had 66 inches of snow in January. 

 

3. The record amount of snow fall in the Keweenaw Peninsula was 390.4 inches in 1978-1979 and was often referred to as the 

“White Hurricane”. 

 

4. Ishpeming, Michigan is the birthplace of organized skiing in the United States. 

 

5. In the small Upper Peninsula town of Singleton, Clarence Iverson began making snowshoes in 1954 and still does to this 

day. 

 

6. In 1965 a Muskegon man tied two skis together for his daughter to create a snow surfer, the “Snurfer” gained popularity 

and later evolved into the snowboard. 

 

7. The original Snow scoop, a.k.a “Yooper Scooper” is a snow shovel that requires no lifting, it’s box-shaped, made of metal, 

and simply allows you to push the snow out of the way. The “Yooper Scooper” is used at ski resorts across the U.S as well 

as other countries. The “Yooper Scooper” is made by Kaufman Sheet Metal located in Ironwood and has been in business 

since 1949. 

 

8. In 1916 a Michigan resident, Ray Muscott was issued the first patent in the U.S for a snowmobile. The snowmobile gained 

popularity and was often used for mail delivery, they were known as “Snowflyers”. 

 

9. Lightweight snowflakes, after formed can take hours to reach the ground. 

 

10. On average, there are around 105 snowstorms throughout the entire United States in a year, although it may feel like 

Michigan has 105 snow storms alone! -bb 

https://www.tctimes.com/columnists/ask_the_judge/ask-the-judge/article_bfc3e9f6-fd98-11ea-a783-57bf2e389c54.html


 

Judge Arthalu Lancaster, Barbara Menear and Judge Ju-

dith Fullerton [Women Lawyers Association of Genesee, 

Shiawassee and Lapeer (1994) 

I was the attorney of the year – editorial license exercised 

in selecting this photo!/bmenear 

Ward Chapman (1979) 

(always in deep thought) 

C. Fred Robinson (1971) 

local legal pioneer in the area of 

fair housing and criminal defense 

Max Dean  (1976) 

always a gentleman, political activist and fine attorney 

Judge Stuart Newblatt  (1976) 

circuit judge, federal judge and 

experienced private practioner 

Photo Gallery 

pre, pre, pre COVID -19 
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Photo Credit: Flint Journal 
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Judge Larry Stecco and former U.S. 

Representative Don Riegle (1973) no 

caption is as good as the one that you are 

thinking! 

Judge John Baker, Diane Lindholm and John Lindholm (1974) 

Reese Stipes ( timeless!) a legend 

Judge Harry McAra, Judge Earl Borradaile 

(with back to McAra, 1982)   

Judge Walter Kuta   (1976) 

served as Prosecutor and Judge, 68th 

District Court 
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A Flint built Buick Riviera on its side!  (1973) 

Judge John Baker (1971) looking very dapper!) 

Judge Louis D. McGregor and unknown male   (1967) 

probate judge, circuit court judge and only judge from Gene-

see County to serve on the Michigan Court of Appeals 

Carl Bekofske (1972) 

photo from his years as a coun-

cilperson, 7th Ward, City of Flint 

Judge Stephen Roth, second from left 

Circuit Court Judge and Federal Judge 
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Ivor Jones   (1971) 

(a sparkle in his eye. . . a prank was forming 

in his brain) 

Bob Weiss     (1982) 

in his role as Prosecutor Dresden Hotel 

the building is still in use, re-purposed and renamed 

Woodside Church is now across the Street, former Hoffman’s Deco Deli and 

before that an automotive garage 

County Clerk George Dunn administers an oath to the Circuit Judges 

Judge Philip Elliott 

Judge  Stuart Newblatt 

Judge John Baker 

Judge Elza Papp 

Judge Donald Freeman 

Judge Anthony Mansour 
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Vintage Buick Photo 

The Elks Building 

still standing 

Chevrolet New car drive away lot 

Downtown Flint 

note the cigar store sign.  Flint was known for its production of cigars.  Billy 

Durant, founder of General Motors, once worked as a salesman in one of 

Flint’s cigar stores.  The story goes that he sold too many, production could 

not keep up.  He left and the rest is entrepenurial history. 

Historical Photos: Buick, Chevrolet 

donated to Courthouse by Ted Henry 
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Santa in downtown Flint (1985) 

Buick workforce photo 
Buick World War II era photo 

Late 1960s - Holiday season downtown Flint 
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Early 1950s: note AM Davisons on the left 

Smith Bridgman Improvements on the right 

Saginaw Street Holiday Picture (1936) 

A Team for All Seasons 

Olympia Beer 

Back row 

Tom Yeotis (judge), Tim Bograkos, Charlie Cole, ----, Mark McCabe (judge), 

Rich Banas, Phil Olson, Pete Anastor (judge), Dennis Lazar  

Front row 

Lou Gampetroni, Dick Ebbott, Roger Isaac, Doug Nicholas, Mike Gampetro-

ni, Duncan Beagle (judge), Jim Hallem, Dan Stamos  

Vintage seasonal photos - public domain 

Ball team photo credit: Phil Olson 

At the time of publication identity unknown 

(see above). If you know this ball player please 

email hearsay@7thcircuitcourt.com 

mailto:hearsay@7thcircuitcourt.com
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Virtual Swearing-In Ceremony 

On November 19, 2020, Judge 

Elizabeth A. Kelly, Chief Judge 

Pro Tem, presided over a virtual 

swearing in ceremony for new 

admittees to the State Bar of 

Michigan.  As you can see from 

the photo, there was a highly 

motivated group who are anx-

ious to start their legal career. 

Also pictured are incoming 

Judges, B. Chris Christenson, 

Circuit Court, and Tabitha 

Marsh, 67th District Court.  

GCBA President Mike Tesner 

proudly made remarks on behalf 

of the local bar.  Yes, proud fa-

ther Attorney Kurt Brown 

moved for the admission of his 

son, Andrew Brown –bam 

my motorcycle in the summer.”  

Christenson mentioned he has 

season tickets to Michigan foot-

ball games, joking though “2020 

has been a dumpster year for our 

football team…”   

 

Christenson is married and has 

two daughters, ages 19 and 16.  

To curb the stress of the legal 

practice and potential burn-out, 

the new family court judge 

makes a point to scheduled time 

with his family.  “We sit down in 

January and we plan stuff 

throughout the whole year.  We 

(Continued from page 1) try to go and get away at least 

every 90 days for a four-day 

weekend.”   

 

 

Judge Beagle was able to iden-

tify a couple pieces of advice for 

Christenson as he begins the 

transition to the family court.  

“I think one of the biggest 

things around here is… dealing 

with the everyday emotion of 

people [involved with family 

court proceedings].”  Judge 

Beagle added, “Almost every 

day you come in the door there 

is a fire to put out, which some-

days can be challenging and in-

teresting, but other days by the 

time Friday afternoon rolls 

around, you are just worn out.  

Not so much from the intellectu-

al challenge of what we do, but 

from the emotion you’ve dealt 

with all week.  That’s probably 

one of the biggest adjustments 

you make.”   

 

“When I was a lawyer, you did 

all the talking,” said the Chief 

Judge.  “The biggest adjustment 

when you get on the bench is 

you do all the listening.  When 

you’re used to talking all of the 

Chief Judge Beagle Welcomes Incoming Circuit Court 

Judge Chris Christenson to Bench (cont’d) 

time, now for most of the time 

you’ve got to sit and listen to 

what everyone has to say until 

it’s your time to talk… That can 

be an adjustment.” 

 

The Circuit and Probate Courts 

welcome Christenson to the 

bench in January 2021. -so 
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Flint Things To Do 



P A G E  1 4  



P A G E  1 5  

Flint Township Things To Do 
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Davison Things To Do 
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Fenton Things To Do 
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Grand Blanc Things To Do 
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Northern Genesee County Things To Do 
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Hill Road Things To Do 
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Read All About It 
 

Hearsay is now available on the Circuit Court website www.7thCircuitCourt.com/hearsay-newsletter 

We want to hear from you! Send us an email letting us know what you would like to see in the news-

letter and feedback on the current edition.  You can also submit ideas and information about activi-

ty in your department.      hearsay@7thcircuitcourt.com   

http://www.7thcircuitcourt.com/hearsay-newsletter
mailto:hearsay@7thcircuitcourt.com

